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Short summary 

 

This paper presents ten simple rules for conducting initial data analysis (IDA) in research 

projects. IDA is an essential step to ensure responsible data analysis and avoid pitfalls. The 

rules cover various phases of IDA, including metadata setup, data cleaning, data screening, 

initial data reporting, refining the research analysis plan, and documenting and reporting IDA. 

The rules are based on extensive experience and are applicable to researchers in various fields, 

emphasizing the importance of considering data properties and context, highlighting the 

distinction between IDA and exploratory data analysis (EDA)and that IDA should be carefully 

designed based on the specific problem and context, rather than following a routine approach. 
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