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Short summary 

This paper presents a comparison of three commonly used techniques for dealing with missing 
data: complete-case analysis, where only units that are complete on the variables in the analysis 
are included, inverse probability weighting, where the complete cases are weighted by the 
inverse probability of being complete, and multiple imputation, which involves filling in 
missing values using a statistical model, the imputation process is repeated to create multiple 
filled-in datasets, and the analysis is carried out using simple MI combining rules. The paper 
provides a non-technical overview of the advantages and limitations of each method and 
provides guidance on when each of the methods might be adopted over the others. The methods 
are demonstrated using data from the Youth Cohort Series study in England, Wales, and 
Scotland.  
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